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Past recipients of the Stroud Jordan award

J oseph (Joe) Sofia has been selected as the 2025 
recipient of the Stroud Jordan award by the Ameri-

can Association of Candy Technologists (AACT). The 
award will be presented October 14, 2025 during the 
National Technical Seminar banquet. 

Sofia is senior technical services advisor at Cargill 
Cocoa & Chocolate, providing technical and product 
development support to Cargill’s confectionery cus-
tomers. Joe studied chemical engineering at Cornell 
University. Cornell had a lottery system to choose who 
received an interview with popular employers, and he 
won the lottery. He started his career as an engineer in 
the chocolate division of Nestlé in Fulton, New York. 
Nestlé Foods was the company he wanted to work for. 

Wanting to learn more about chocolate and its appli-
cations, he moved into the R&D department as a prod-
uct and process specialist, supporting the Nestlé 
confectionery brands sold at retail. Joe transferred to 
the Nestlé facility in Burlington, Wisconsin, and 
became active in the Milwaukee chapter of the AACT. 
It was during this time he also began developing a love 
for making his own confections, and an interest in the 

Peter’s bulk chocolate division of 
Nestlé. Sofia was offered a position 
as district sales manager for the 
Peter’s division. In 2002, the 
Peter’s Chocolate division was sold 
to Cargill where Joe has been ever 
since, moving back into the techni-
cal side of the business. 

He teaches classes with PMCA and has been an 
instructor at the RCI Chocolate Boot Camp and other 
RCI classes for more than 15 years. Joe has been a 
speaker at the AACT Technical Seminars and has pub-
lished articles in the MC/Manufacturing Confectioner 
and RCI Kettle Talk publications. He supports the 
RCAP and their Philadelphia Candy Show with semi-
nars and demonstrations. His favorite hobby is making 
chocolates with friends in his home candy kitchen. 

This award is given in honor of the late Stroud Jor-
dan, a pioneer candy technologist, to recognize indi-
viduals who have provided exceptional and outstanding 
service, not just to the AACT, but to the confectionery 
industry as a whole.
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